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Minutes of the Joint Pastoral Council Meeting 
Thursday, March 4, 2021 – 7:00 p.m. 
St. Anthony Parish Center 
 
 
Members Present: Greg Montgomery (SN), Mary Freitag (SN), Craig Hohlfeld (SA), Bill Madison 
(SA), Andrea Olson (SH), and Anita Tomczik (SH).  
 
Members Absent: Mary DeFoe (SN), Carol Wozniak (SA), and Brandon Junkans (SH). 
 

I. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Andrea Olson. 
 

II. Opening Prayer: The “Our Father” was led by Andrea Olson. 
 

III. The council reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting of February 8, 2021. A 
motion to approve the minutes was made by Greg Montgomery and seconded by 
Anita Tomczik. Motion was called and approved unanimously. 

 

IV. Sacred Heart Financial Report: Deacon Steve reported the balance sheet as of March 
4, 2021 shows $33,280.51 in the general checking account, $27,948.29 in the 
Perpetual Care Principal savings account, and $28,532.19 in the general savings 
account.  

 
Deacon Steve advised the Sacred Heart Finance committee is looking at three projects 
for repair of the church building. 
 
1.) Repair of the Church steeple. Deacon Steve is going to reach out to two firms 

recommended by Catholic Mutual and see if he can get some estimates to repair 
the steeple. 
 

2.) Remodel the Church basement. The committee agreed that this could wait until 
the steeple repair is done since that is the most pressing need. Once that is done 
the committee will revisit the issue. 

 

3.) Church sign. The Sacred Heart Knights of Columbus has offered to pay for the cost 
of replacing the church sign that was damaged by a storm in the summer of 2019. 
Deacon Steve will work with the Knights to get the sign replaced. 

 
V. Old Business: 

 
1.) St. Ann Finance. Deacon Steve advised the transfer of funds discussed at the last 

meeting has not yet been completed. He is waiting for some correspondence from 
the Chancery which will give guidance on required signatories for parish accounts. 
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2.) St. Anthony Projects. Deacon Steve advised that the Bishop has given verbal 

approval of outstanding projects, but he is still waiting for letters of authorization 
and Corporate Board proxy votes before proceeding. The projects verbally 
approved are the naming of authorized signatories for parish financial accounts, 
approval of the hiring of Mark Davy & Associates to conduct a feasibility study for 
the new church building, and approval of the conceptual design for the new 
church building. 

 
VI. New Business: 

 
1.) Parish Staff Change: Elaine Ricci has resigned from her position a Director of Faith 

Formation. Krystal Montgomery has been hired as Director of Religious Education. 
The positions are the same, however, Deacon Steve amended the title of the 
position to be more in line with Diocesan position descriptions. 
 

2.) First Communion Mass: A mass for First Communicants will be held Sunday May 
2, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart in Almena. The Mass will be for First 
Communicants and their families only. Fr. Andy Anderson will cover the Sunday 
Masses for Fr. Tom so he can preside for the First Communion Mass. First 
Communicants will be attending a retreat on Saturday May 1, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. 
till noon at the Sacred Heart parish hall to prepare for the First Communion Mass. 

 

3.) Confirmation Mass: Bishop Powers will preside for our Confirmation Mass on 
Wednesday May 26, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Ann in Turtle Lake. The Confirmation 
Mass will be for Confirmands, their sponsor and for families only.  

 

4.) Easter Triduum: The Easter Triduum will be held at St. Ann this year beginning on 
Holy Thursday and ending with the Easter Vigil on Saturday. Deacon Steve advised 
that beginning with the Easter Vigil we will renew congregational singing, utilizing 
cantors and lectors at all Masses, and Deacons will resume their role at the altar 
of praise. Ushers will again be collecting gifts at the offertory as well. In person 
Choirs will not be utilized initially. Terri Morse will continue the use of pre-
recorded Choir pieces as appropriate. 

 

Word and Song books will be made available for use again starting Palm Sunday 
weekend. Craig Hohlfeld suggested the use of two-sided book racks that could be 
alternated between side A and side B. This would allow a period of two weeks 
between use. (After having investigated the availability of book racks, this option 
will be used.) 
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5.) Mary Freitag suggested the Joint Pastoral Council consider developing a joint 
Mission Statement for our community of parishes. This item will be on our next 
agenda for discussion. 

 
6.) Greg Montgomery suggested the Joint Pastoral Council consider adopting a Patron 

Saint for our community of parishes. This item will also be on our next agenda for 
discussion. 

 
VII. A motion to adjourn was made by Mary Freitag and seconded by Greg Montgomery. 

Motion was called and approved by all. Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 

Next meeting date: Thursday – April 8th, 2021. 
Location: St. Anthony Parish Center 
 
Dcn. Steve Linton 
Parish Life Coordinator 


